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Western Railroads. As he proved unsatisfactory, the Gov-
ernment was again asked to approve my appointment as
director. This time the Government yielded. I was the
first director of a large railroad system without a technical
education in engineering.
The assassination of Alexander II (March i, 1881)
found me at Kiev. Under the influence of the disastrous
event, I wrote to General Fadeyev a letter in which emotion
prevailed over reason. In that message I argued that the
Government was powerless against the revolutionists be-
cause it hurled too huge a missile at too small an enemy.
The revolutionists, I wrote, must be combated with their
own weapon, namely, by means of a secret organization
which would make it its business to answer each terroristic
letter with a counter blow of a similar nature. To attempt,
I said, to overcome the enemy by using the whole weight of
the State machinery would be like trying; to crush a grain
of dust with a huge steam hammer.
Several days later my uncle informed me that my letter
was on the Emperor's desk and that I would probably be
summoned before His Majesty. In effect, shortly afterwards
the Court Minister requested me to come to St Petersburg
, for a conference with him.   In the course of it he inquired
of me whether I still held the opinion which I expressed in
nay letter to General Fadeyev.  Upon receiving an affirma-
tive reply, he introduced me to his aide-de-camp, Count
Shuvalov.  The count took me to his mansion, and as soon
as I entered Ms study he produced a Bible and asked me
to swear allegiance to the secret society which had been
formed in accordance with my suggestion, under the name
of uThe Holy Brotherhood"   Surprised and nonplussed,
I went through the ceremony of taking the oath with a
feeling of doing a rash and thoughtless art.   Thereupon
SiwvaJov announced to me that I had been appointed chief
organizer for the Kiev district, and initiated me into some